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How information was compiled 
for the survey
BY jesse Rothman

To find out which law firms represent 
America’s largest corporations, we do 
the research. We went through public 

records to find information on the Fortune 
100 for five different practice areas: corporate 
transactions; commercial law and contracts 
litigation; torts and negligence; employment 
and labor litigation; and intellectual property 
litigation and patent prosecution.

To find the firms for litigation in each of 
these areas, we turned to Thomson Reuters’ 
Monitor Suite, which compiles information 
about lawyers, law firms, roles, represen-
tation and parties from legal documents. 
Cases include court dockets filed in the U.S. 
circuit courts of appeals; U.S. district court 
dockets on active and inactive civil and crim-
inal cases; and federal case law decisions 
from the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. courts 
of appeals, U.S. district courts, the Court of 
Federal Claims, Tax Court, related federal 
courts and military courts. 

At the time of our research in May 2009, 
the database also contained information 
on 30 state dockets, although law firms are 
identified in only 19 of those states. Of those, 
10 did not cover all the counties in the state. 

We also used Monitor Suite to find out 
which firms represented the Fortune 100 for 
patent prosecution in the fields of grants, 
applications and assignments. The database 
utilizes documents filed with the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. 

coRpoRate tRansactions
For corporate transactions, we also turned 

to Monitor Suite, which contains legal-rep-
resentation data for securities transactions, 
issuers, underwriters, and mergers and 
acquisitions. 

For our research, we looked at data from 
Jan. 1, 2008, to Dec. 31, 2008. We listed the 
top 10 firms with two or more mentions in 
litigation and the top 10 firms with one or 
more mentions for corporate transactions. 
For patent prosecution, we listed the top 
three firms with one or more mentions in 
each of the three areas.

“N/A” was used if no data were available. 
Law firm names are shortened for space.     n

Corporate transaCtions
Cleary Gottlieb ..................................... 11
Skadden ............................................... 11
Wachtell ............................................... 10
Davis Polk .............................................. 8
Blake Cassels ........................................ 7
Hogan & Hartson .................................. 7
Sullivan & Cromwell ............................. 7
Allens Arthur ......................................... 6
Baker & McKenzie ................................ 6
Jones Day .............................................. 6
Pinheiro Neto Advogados .................... 6
Simpson Thacher .................................. 6
Weil Gotshal .......................................... 6
Freshfields Bruckhaus ......................... 5

CommerCial law and  
ContraCts litigation

Reed Smith ............................................ 6
Morgan Lewis ....................................... 5
Kirkland & Ellis ..................................... 4
Robinson & Cole.................................... 4
Stein & Rotman ..................................... 4

torts and negligenCe
Watkins & Eager ................................... 7
King & Spalding .................................... 5
Baker Donelson .................................... 4
Barfield & Associates ........................... 4
Bryan Cave ............................................ 4
Campbell Campbell Edwards .............. 4
Forman Perry ........................................ 4
Frost Brown ........................................... 4
Halloran & Sage .................................... 4
Miles & Stockbridge ............................. 4
Page Mannino ....................................... 4
Tucker Ellis ............................................ 4

mosT menTioned firms by caTegory
employment and labor litigation
Littler Mendelson ..................................... 22
Ogletree Deakins ................................. 19
Morgan Lewis ...................................... 15
Seyfarth Shaw ..................................... 15
McGuireWoods .................................... 10
Jackson Lewis ....................................... 9
Akin Gump ............................................. 6
Hunton & Williams ................................ 6

ip litigation and patent proseCution
Baker Botts ............................................ 9
Fish & Richardson ................................. 9
Foley & Lardner..................................... 9
K&L Gates .............................................. 9
Cantor Colburn ...................................... 8
Alston & Bird ......................................... 7
Howrey ................................................... 7
King & Spalding..................................... 7
Kirkland & Ellis ..................................... 7
Morrison & Foerster ............................. 7

Littler Mendelson .................................... 23

mosT menTioned 
firms in survey
Morgan Lewis ......................................... 27
Littler Mendelson ......................................... 23
Ogletree Deakins .................................... 22
Kirkland & Ellis ....................................... 19
Jones Day ................................................ 17
K&L Gates ................................................ 17
King & Spalding ...................................... 17
McGuireWoods ........................................ 17
Seyfarth Shaw ......................................... 17
Hunton & Williams.................................. 16

Littler Mendelson .................................... 24
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Company
Corporate 
transaCtions

CommerCial law 
and ContraCts 
litigation

torts and 
negligenCe

employment and 
labor litigation

ip litigation and patent 
proseCution

2 wal-mart 
stores inc.

Hogan & Hartson; 
pinsent masons; 
white & Case

baker Hostetler; 
dinsmore & 
shohl; gignilliat, 
savitz & bettis; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcguirewoods 

baker donelson; deCaro 
doran; delashmet & 
marchand; Halloran 
& sage; Haynsworth 
sinkler boyd; mcCranie 
sistrunk; mcdonnell 
& associates; mclain 
& merritt; richard d. 
millet; phillips, spallas 
& angstad

barnes & thornburg; 
dowd bennett; Ford & 
Harrison; geary porter; 
kutak rock; lane powell; 
lawrence & russell; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcdonnell & associates; 
mcglinchey stafford; 
phillips; roetzel & 
andress; waller lansden; 
wyatt tarrant

boult Cummings; bryan Cave; 
eisenberg, tanchum & levy; Foley & 
lardner; Husch blackwell; k&l gates; 
kenyon & kenyon; priest & goldstein; 
Quinn emanuel; troutman sanders; 
wilmerHale; wood, Herron & evans 

5 general 
electric Co.

allen & overy; 
ashurst; Clifford 
Chance; de 
gaulle Fleurance; 
Hengeler, muller; 
Hogan & Hartson; 
Hunton & 
williams; latham 
& watkins; 
nagashima 
ohno; sJ berwin; 
slaughter and 
may; stikeman 
elliottt; weil 
gotshal 

benanti & associates; 
Capehart & 
scatchard; Coston 
& rademacher; 
daigle Fisse; davis 
wright; deily, 
mooney & glastetter; 
eichenbaum & 
stylianou; Hemar, 
rousso & Heald; 
meyer & njus; nanis 
& rinaldi; peretore & 
peretore; reed smith; 
wong Fleming 

barfield & associates; 
dla piper; Forman 
perry; gallop Johnson; 
Halloran & sage; ice 
miller; page mannino; 
sedgwick detert; sidley 
austin 

bond schoeneck; 
davis wright; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcguirewoods; ogletree 
deakins; paul Hastings; 
Quarles & brady; seyfarth 
shaw; wyatt tarrant 

armstrong teasdale; Cantor Colburn; 
davis wright; Foley & lardner; 
Hartman & Hartman; Howrey; J. 
andrew Coombs; Jenner & block; king 
& spalding; latham & watkins; levine 
sullivan; mcnees wallace; mitchell 
silberberg; munger tolles; nixon & 
Vanderhye; pryor Cashman; rottenberg 
lipman rich; stewart, estes & donnell; 
ward & smith

6 general 
motors 
Corp.

allens arthur; 
Cleary gottlieb; 
wachtell 

bernard, Cassisa, 
elliott & davis; 
bingham mcCutchen; 
bowman and brooke; 
Conti Fenn; Faegre & 
benson; Honigman 
miller; Jones day; 
kirkland & ellis; lavin 
o’neil; taft stettinius

bernard, Cassisa, elliott 
& davis; Campbell 
Campbell edwards 
& Conroy; dykema 
gossett; eckert 
seamans; eldridge 
Cooper; Hartline dacus; 
Hanson marek; king & 
spalding; lavin o’neil; 
ogletree deakins; 
watkins & eager 

dinsmore & shohl; 
eckert seamans; Foster 
swift; Hardy, lewis & 
page; kirkland & ellis; 
lathrop & gage; Littler 
Mendelson; seyfarth 
shaw; Vorys sater

banner & witcoff; brooks kushman; 
Cichosz & Cichosz; emch schaffer; 
gordon & Jacobson; Harness dickey; 
Hoeger, stellrecht; Howrey; k&l 
gates; kenyon & kenyon; killworth, 
gottman; kirkland & ellis; potter 
minton; Quinn law group; ostrolenk 
Faber; Vivacqua law; wuesthoff & 
wuesthoff

7 Ford motor 
Co.

blake Cassels; 
Hogan & 
Hartson; lovells; 
machado, meyer; 
nautadutilh; 
schonherr 
barfuss; tozzini 
Freire 

baker Hostetler; 
Cooksey, toolen; 
Farr burke; Freeborn 
& peters; william 
a. ingraham, Jr.; 
macdowell & 
associates; morgan, 
bornstein; nair & 
levin; nelson & 
kennard; stark & 
stark

baker donelson; 
Campbell Campbell 
edwards & Conroy; 
Carroll bufkin; Huie, 
Femambucq & stewart; 
mckenna long; ogletree 
deakins; roberts & 
bishop; rocap witchger; 
snell & wilmer; watkins 
& eager

baker Hostetler; berkowitz 
oliver; dickie, mcCamey 
& Chilcote; dickinson 
wright; gibson dunn; 
kienbaum opperwall; 
lewis wagner; Littler 
Mendelson; miller 
Canfield; seyferth 
blumenthal & Harris; 
sutherland asbill; turner, 
keal & dallas; waller 
lansden

alleman Hall; axley brynelson; 
brooks kushman; Crowell & moring; 
dickinson wright; Howard, phillips 
& andersen; Howrey; ladas & parry; 
shook Hardy

8 at&t inc. sullivan & 
Cromwell; torys

Ciulla & donofrio; 
Coleman & Horowitt; 
Cornerstone law; 
drinker biddle; Franke 
greenhouse list & 
lippitt; ken Felker; 
lang, richert & 
patch; sidley austin; 
tierney, watson & 
Healy

adorno & yoss; butler 
snow; Ciulla & donofrio; 
Cooney, scully and 
dowling; Crowell & 
moring; Johnston 
barton; Jones walker; 
kenny & brimmer; 
mayer brown; pillsbury 
winthrop; pomeranz, 
drayton; tierney, Zullo

day pitney; Hardy, 
lewis & page; 
lindner & marsack; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcguirewoods; paul 
Hastings; ogletree 
deakins; titus,Hillis

baker botts; brinks Hofer; baker 
& mckenzie; bell nunnally; Cantor 
Colburn; greenblum & bernstein; 
Hoover Hull; Hope baldauff; Fulbright 
& Jaworski; Jackson walker; 
kilpatrick stockton; moazzam & 
associates; potter minton; robinson 
bradshaw; sayles werbner; sidley 
austin; sonnenschein nath; sullivan 
& Cromwell; toler & Hanrahan; 
torys; weinick & associates; womble 
Carlyle
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9 Hewlett-
packard 
Co.

baker & mckenzie; 
Cleary gottlieb; 
Freshfields 
bruckhaus; paul 
weiss; perez 
alati, grondona; 
simpson thacher; 
weil gotshal; 
willkie Farr 

baker Hostetler; 
morgan lewis; phelps 
dunbar

Conkle, kremer & engel; 
morgan lewis

baker Hostetler; 
bennington Johnson; 
gibson dunn; Littler 
Mendelson; morgan 
lewis

bartlit beck; bingham mcCutchen; 
boehmert & boehmert; buchanan 
ingersoll; dla piper; Fenwick & 
west; Fish & richardson; Fulbright 
& Jaworski; gibson dunn; gillam & 
smith; goodwin procter; Hogan & 
Hartson; ladas & parry; lee & Hayes; 
morgan lewis; munck Carter; scheel & 
stone; schwegman lundberg; whyte 
Hirschboeck; williams morgan; wilson 
sheehy 

13 berkshire 
Hathaway 
inc.

allen & overy; 
baker & 
mckenzie; blake 
Cassels; dechert; 
dla piper; 
linklaters; munger 
tolles; nishimura 
& partners; norr 
stiefenhofer; 
thorne grodnik; 
wachtell; willkie 
Farr

Joseph t. Calabria; 
Cassidy, mazza; 
william a.l. eckstein; 
gibson, robb; Hudson 
& kelley; John 
kennedy; law offices 
of Jay i. lazerowitz; 
levenfeld pearlstein; 
locke lord; neal 
& Harwell; pullin, 
Fowler; stein mcguire; 
law office of maria 
trenzado 

bernstein, Chackman; 
karen a. besok; 
Joseph t. Calabria; 
Cassidy, mazza; arvid 
d. nord; Freeborn & 
peters; michael a. 
griott; Johnson smith; 
John F.X. kennedy; 
mcnamara and kenney

barnes & thornburg; 
greenberg traurig; 
Hoffman Hart; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcguirewoods; 
swerdlow Florence

baker & daniels; Jones day; 
kramer levin; gray plant; needle 
& rosenberg; st. onge steward 
Johnston & reens; the H.t. than 
law group; womble Carlyle

19 CVs 
Caremark 
Corp.

davis polk; Hogan 
& Hartson; mintz 
levin

n/a Cramer, alissi; dickie, 
mcCamey & Chilcote; 
edwards angell; 
galloway, Johnson; 
pyatt silvestri; riccio 
& beletsky; swanson, 
martin; tydings & 
rosenberg 

edwards angell; Littler 
Mendelson; ogletree 
deakins; sheppard mullin 

barlow, Josephs

22 the kroger 
Co.

n/a n/a bell, orrock; brady, 
Vorwerck; borton 
petrini; guynn, 
memmer; luckett tyner; 
menges & molzahn; 
spicer Flynn; stone, 
rosenblatt; the peavler 
group; uloth & peavler; 
wesierski & Zurek; 
woodward, Hobson

beirne & wirthlin; bullard 
smith; butler snow; 
epstein becker; Littler 
Mendelson; luckett 
tyner; miller nash; 
sherman & Howard; taft 
stettinius 

beyer weaver; brinks Hofer; d. 
peter Hochberg; k&l gates; kohn 
& associates; lahive & Cockfield; 
langlotz patent; lerner david; darell 
r. matlock, Jr.; morrison & Foerster; 
nixon peabody; schmeiser, olsen; 
thompson Hine; townsend and 
townsend; wood, Herron & evans; 
young basile

25 the Home 
depot inc.

n/a bondurant, mixson & 
elmore; Hill wallack; 
keesal, young & 
logan; king & 
spalding; kirkland & 
ellis; mckenna long; 
morris, manning; 
ogletree deakins; 
payne & Fears; 
purcell & wardrope; 
rothschild, barry; 
shook Hardy; law 
offices of arthur 
k. smith; sterns & 
weinroth; wargo & 
French 

anderson, Coe; 
Chartwell; d’amato 
& lynch; Jenkins 
goodman; lewis 
brisbois; mcVey & 
parsky; plunkett 
Cooney; purcell & 
wardrope; shipman & 
goodwin; law offices of 
arthur k. smith

akin gump; ashe, 
rafuse; davis, brown; 
Ford & Harrison; Hale 
Friesen; Jones walker; 
lane powell; Littler 
Mendelson; ogletree 
deakins; paley rothman; 
payne & Fears; smith 
sovik

n/a
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26 amerisource 
bergen Corp.

n/a buchanan ingersoll; 
burr & Forman; Clark 
Hill; Fultz maddox; 
klehr, Harrison

leClairryan Littler Mendelson; 
morgan lewis

walker & Jocke

34 the boeing 
Co.

mallesons perkins Coie bryan Cave; Campbell 
Campbell edwards 
& Conroy; modrall 
sperling; perkins Coie; 
white and williams; 
wilson elser 

dechert; Figari & 
davenport; Foulston 
siefkin; law offices 
of Holmes weddle; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcguirewoods; ogletree 
deakins; payne & Fears; 
perkins Coie; robblee 
brennan 

alston & bird; Harness dickey; lee & 
Hayes; macpherson kwok; ostrager 
Chong; yee & associates 

36 walgreen 
Co.

bryan Cave; 
kirkland & ellis; 
sidley austin; weil 
gotshal 

bryan Cave; kirkland 
& ellis; mcdermott 
will; wright, lindsey

arnstein & lehr; blue 
williams; Coughlin 
duffy; david, goodman; 
Johnson & bell; 
knightlinger; mcdermott 
will; modrall sperling; 
regnier, taylor; 
saalfield, shad; stutz 
artiano; taylor, reams; 
tucker ellis; williams 
montgomery

bryan Cave; Crowe 
& dunlevy; Littler 
Mendelson; modrall 
sperling; seyfarth shaw; 
sweeney & sheeham; 
thompson, sizemore, 
gonzalez & Hearing 

marshall, gerstein; potter minton

42 wells Fargo 
& Co.

Cadwalader; 
Cravath; davies 
ward; dechert; 
Fasken martineau; 
Freshfields 
bruckhaus; mckee 
nelson; stroock & 
stroock; sullivan 
& Cromwell; 
wachtell 

anglin, Flewelling; 
bish, butler; Coleman 
& Horowitt; Hodges, 
avrutis; levitan & 
Frieland; mulvaney, 
kahan; nair & 
levin; prenovost, 
normandin; Quarles 
& brady; severson 
& werson; suppa, 
trucchi

ackerson & yann; 
Coleman & Horowitt; 
Covington & burling; 
Frilot; Hunt leibert; king 
& spalding; mclaughlin 
& mcCaffrey; middleton 
reutlinger; rajkovich, 
williams; severson 
& werson; schnader 
Harrison; schuckit & 
associates; ward norris; 
weltman, weinberg; 
wyatt tarrant

baker Hostetler; Cozen 
o’Connor; dorsey & 
whitney; Faegre & 
benson; lane powell; 
Littler Mendelson; 
mcguirewoods; munger 
tolles; ogletree deakins; 
rohm and Haas; seyfarth 
shaw 

baker & mckenzie; Cantor Colburn; 
edwards angell; Foley & lardner; 
glenn patent group; goldberg kohn; 
greenberg traurig; Hoffmann & 
baron; keker & Van nest; morgan 
lewis; paul Hastings

49 sears 
Holdings 
Corp.

n/a arnstein & lehr; 
bryan Cave; Foley & 
lardner; godfrey & 
kahn; mclaughlin & 
mcCaffrey; powers 
& Frost; ramey & 
Flock; reed smith; 
robinson, wettre; 
trotta, trotta & trotta 

aultman tyner; Circuit 
mckellogg; godfrey & 
kahn; king & spalding; 
law office of bohdan 
neswiacheny; lightfoot, 
Franklin; miles & 
stockbridge; musick, 
peeler; nokes & Quinn; 
pond north; trotta, 
trotta & trotta 

the bennett law Firm; 
doerner, saunders; Fisher 
& phillips; Frilot; Jackson 
lewis; keller thoma; 
Littler Mendelson; 
ogletree deakins; seeley, 
savidge; sugarman, 
rogers; Vedder price; 
wolff & samson

davis & gilbert; greenberg traurig; 
kaufman & Canoles 

50 safeway 
inc.

n/a n/a grunsky, ebey; latham 
& watkins; laughlin, 
Falbo; mcguirewoods; 
miles & stockbridge; 
reilly, Janiczek; 
spigelman & Cecere; 
tate & associates 

dillingham & murphy; 
Holland & Hart; Littler 
Mendelson; payne & 
Fears; seyfarth shaw 

pricket Jones

52 pepsiCo 
inc.

blake Cassels; 
Chadbourne & 
parke; matheson, 
ormsby; mcCarthy 
tétrault 

proskauer rose; 
susman godfrey

gordon, muir; Hand 
arendall; milano & 
wanat; whiteford taylor

ballard spahr; kilpatrick 
stockton; Littler 
Mendelson; ogletree 
deakins; sheppard mullin 

banner & witcoff; Carstens & Cahoon; 
Campero & becerra; Haynes and 
boone; Jondle & associates; patishall, 
mcauliffe; ryndak & suri; womble 
Carlyle 
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54 lockheed 
martin 
Corp.

Clayton utz; 
davis polk; 
Hogan & Hartson; 
o’melveny & 
myers 

paul Hastings kilpatrick stockton; 
Venable; weiner 
lesniak; windle Hood 

dla piper; elarbee 
thompson; Holme 
roberts; Littler 
Mendelson; mcCranie 
sistrunk; paul Hastings

birch, stewart; buchanan ingersoll; 
burns & levinson; demont & breyer; 
duane morris; graybeal Jackson; 
kilpatrick stockton; mcdermott will; 
miles & stockbridge; Venable 

59 Fedex Corp. n/a abrams & abrams; 
akerman senterfitt; 
behar, gutt; blank 
rome; Hudson & 
kelley; morgan lewis; 
newman myers; 
phillips Cantor; 
seals & tenenbaum; 
spector & bennett; 
weinstock & o’malley

kiesler & berman Honigman miller; Littler 
Mendelson; morgan, 
brown & Joy; morgan 
lewis; spotswood 
sansom; Venable

Finnegan Henderson; richards layton

69 northrop 
grumman 
Corp.

sheppard mullin sheppard mullin Haight brown; Hunton 
& williams; elzufon 
austin; wells, moore 

Hunton & williams; 
Jackson lewis; Littler 
Mendelson 

alston & bird; andrews kurth; 
a. robert stevenson; macmillan, 
sobanski; stetina brunda; patti, 
Hewitt; rothwell, Figg; tarolli, 
sundheim 

95 3m Co. Cleary gottlieb; 
Freshfields 
bruckhaus; 
mcCarthy tétrault 

n/a baker donelson; brown 
& buchanan; butler 
snow; gordon & rees; 
Hill Fulwider; Horvath 
& lieber; larson 
king; lavin o’neil; 
page mannino; segal 
mcCambridge; susman 
Heffner

keating, o’gara; larson 
king; Littler Mendelson 

baker Hostetler; Carlson, Caspers; 
Chalker Flores; Christie parker; 
Crowell & moring; edwards angell; 
Fish & richardson; Fulbright & 
Jaworski; Hunton & williams; 
mueting, raasch; Vossius & partner; 
wolf, greenfield 

99 the 
travelers 
Cos. inc. 

davis polk; 
richards layton; 
simpson thacher

baker & miller; 
bullivant Houser; burr 
& Forman; Halloran 
& sage; Hinshaw 
& Culbertson; 
london & london; 
marshall dennehey; 
robinson & Cole; 
seyfarth shaw; 
slater, tenaglia; 
starnes & atchinson; 
updike, kelly; 
Vezina, lawrence; 
watt, tieder; wolf, 
Horowitz; wolkin 
Curran

Chubbuck, smith; 
Halloran & sage; 
Hinshaw & Culbertson; 
law office of Joseph m. 
Jagielski; lugenbuhl, 
wheaton; maisel & 
associates; pierce 
Couch; the law offices 
of william e. staehle

warren H. britt; Hedrick 
gardner; the law office 
of Joseph m. Jagielski; 
Littler Mendelson; 
perkins thompson

picadio sneath miller & norton; 
tressler, soderstrom; wilmerHale

100 rite aid 
Corp.

skadden duane morris; kelly, 
Hockel; wolfblock 

bacon, thornton; boyle, 
morrissey; Howd & 
ludorf; Jackson kelly; 
kelly, Hockel; london 
Fisher; manning 
& marder; pepper 
Hamilton; phillips lytle; 
raven & kolbe; roetzel 
& andress; ungarino & 
eckert 

anderson, Coe; ashe, 
rafuse; bullard smith; 
gibbons; kelly, Hockel; 
Littler Mendelson; 
pepper Hamilton; post & 
schell; roetzel & andress 

n/a
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